Appendix D2
Sussex Police Exhibit 2 - MG11 Insp Hartley dated 16/09/2020
SUSSEX POLICE MG 11(T)

RESTRICTED (when complete)

WITNESS STATEMENT
Criminal Procedure Rules, r 16.2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, 5.9

w1 ]

Sistement of:  Jonathan HARTLEY
Ageifunder 18 Ower 18  0fower 18 Insen over 187 Cecupation:  Police Inspector CHEE2

This staterment (consisting of 4 pagels) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledpe
and elief and | make it knowing that. if it is t2ndered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosscution if | have
witfuly stated anything in i, which | know 1o be false or do not belisve 1o be trus.

Signature: Date 18" Septemiber 2020

Tick if witness evidencs is visually recorded I:l [supply winess defails on rearl
My cumrent role is Prevention Inspecior for Sussex police and | have primacy over matters in relation to

Meighbourhood Policing in Rother, East Sussex, | hawe besn in this role for 22 months.

#5 part of my responsiktilives, | get notified of ant-social behaviour and crime and disorder that cccurs within
the district that may require further imisreention from the Police Prevention tearms or from pariners in
statutory and other organisations. Ower the last year | hawve been notified of problems being reported at the
Devonshire Public House which is situated at Devonshire Square, Bexhill on 523, East Sussax.

To decument sorme of the incdents that have occumed a search of Police logs has been completed and the
following incidents hawe been highlighted since 2018, the following s 3 copy of texdt recorded when calls are
made o Sussex Police and do maot form my arigingl notes or words, the inclusion i this statement is to

demonstrate the irmgact incidents at the Devanshire Public House have had on policing.

1071172018 23:47 comman assault. Call from staff reporting that thres drunken males had thrown an
ashtray at the head of the dps before head-butting him. When officers attended the offender was
identified 1o them and arrested for commaon assault.

L]

= 06122018 19:47 drunk & disarderly [ high intox. Report of a drunk/dregged female who became
appressive and then asked to lesve. She became quite rewdy and as staff were escorting her aut of
the premises she broke fres, ran back toovictirm, grabbed her hesd and pulled her hair

+  OTAZ2018 22:13 Report of 2 [arge groups of males fighting cutside the pub. They are using belts 1o
hit one anather. They were all in the pub and hawve gone outside to fight. S=cond call stating it all
kicked off after the boxing. Police atznded, all standing down, people have been sent an ther way.
iz

= 2112208 02:17 Drunk & disordery'high imox. Report of an altercation invalving 3 male wha is
very intaxicated. Wictim has bruised eye and bloody nos=.

= 2122018 02:18 Caller reporting his customer has been assaulted (poss linked to abowe). Victinn
has lzaming difficulties, bleeding frorm nose and eye. Suspect still in pub. Police attend=d and have
taken victim to hospital aio, no lines of enguirg.

« 020272020 23:31 Suspect was in the bar the previous evening, heavily intacated =0 was eected
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WG 11(T) (Cont)

Fapge no. 2

Continuation of statement of

-

and barred. He has retumned this ewening and when told he is barred, he has started fo shout and
swesr 3t staff.

21/02/2020 21:43 drunk & disarderhy [ high intox. An altercation betwean a husband and wife spilled
out=ide and she has then hit him an the head with a glass. Both had conswmed alcohol. Wictirn and
his friend appeared intoxicated and during intrview victim's level of awareness dropped and his
intoxication increased. VWictim does not wani to pursue so bad for suspect cancslled.

217032020 01: 25 Victirn reporiing he was punched in the face by another male. Bouncers
imtervened and brought caller to the ground.

047072020 Intelligencalinformation. Caller has =2en on past on social media showing a relative and
13 friende sitting round a tsble in bar, not socisl distancing.

047072020 21:29 infeligenceinformation. Caller's son =3t outside with girffriend. Stating that inside
the puk table full and packed with people standing 31 bar, st3ff not weanng masks, no guidelines in
place, no sanitiser in ladies oilet.

Q5072020 12:00 inteligenceinformation. Incident happened yesterday evening. Caller reporting
pub was bresching socisl distancing rules. Patrons were very intoxicated and rowdy, to the point that
caller thowght a fight rmight break out. Staff did not sppear to be in control. Spreadshest  storm &
passed to trading standards.

Q2072020 10:53 aggressive, hate crime customer has been thrown out but won't leave. Customer
i= screarning a1 the manaper and other custorners screaming and making racist cormments. Male has
now keft. Alloscated to .

02072020 11:21 aggressive linked to abowe. Caller reporting her son has been assaulted at the pub
(su=pect from sbowve link). Landlord =3ying male was rermawed from pub for being abusive. Caller
=aying her son recently lost 3 fiend and is drinking a lot, swifers with mental health.

Q2072020 00:20 infeligencefinformation anon caller reporting 3 lot of rowdy people outside the pub.
About 30 people earlizr but only one now.

10707 2020 00: 33 antisocial behaviour, noise complaint since the pub opened, svery night thers are
peopls l2aving. being loud and congrepgating outsids the pub. Op that is running tonight have been
rmade aware. They will deal with kater,

18707/ 2020 23:53 comrnon 3ssault regulse customer werbally abused staff because he was ssked to
leave, Another customer stuck up for caller and the male spat at him. Male has now left.

26/07/2020 09:20 assault ABH ! GEH conguest hospital caling 1o say a patient came in after being
at the pub Friday evening/earty hours of Safurday. He was attacked by security who flung him to the
grownd causing frachure to radies and uina & bruising. He will need swrgery taday.

260072020 00:23 noise cornglaint. Caller reparting again about the noise level frarm the pub.
Excessive noise from outside the pub. Caller advised o kesp a log. spresdsheststorm and passed
to trading standards

260072020 00:44 Noise complaint different caller to abowe asking for a drive by as the bar is not
adhering 1o social distancing measures. Caller stating they're all wery drunk and noisy. Security have
canfirmed they hawe had awer 200 people in this evening to make 35 much maney 35 possible. Onby
licenced to hawe T5. Cad has been emailed to licensing pe. Spreadsheet'storrn and passad 1o
trading standards

27072020 0147 criminal damage, public order, weapon staff called re a female who had been in
the puk esdier and now returned with a hammer and frying 1o smash windows {ower a stolen phons).
Fermnale amrested for criminal darmage, public arder act and possession of offensive wespon.
spreadsheet'stormn and passad to trading standards

20007 2020 00:05 assault ABH / GEH, drunk & disorderhy'high intoec police called to 12-15 people
fighting outside pub. Three males pulled victim o fioor and started kicking him. A crowd has then
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Fage no. 3

Continuation of statement of
gathered and were kicking the rmsle on the floor. Staf tried to split therm wup but failed. Victim was
noticeably intedcated, had swelling to face, bloody nos= and cut lip. Victirm made menticn that they
had been drinking in the pub that night. He had last consciousness at some poind. Victirm taken to
hospital, seans confirmed no breaks, malke discharged. Siaff =aid suspects had been in pub earier
that night. Cne of the wilnesses was also very drunk and had besn drinking in the same pub. Mot
chzar if they had been drinking elsewhere after being in Devonshire. Photos were taken from ledger
where custormers are meant to write their names but this is not a ledger that vas kept by staff so
likely suspscts name is not i there. spreadshestistorm and passed to trading standards

= 2R0772020 13:41 antisocial behaviour caller asking fo be contacted by licensing team about the
ongoing asb issues with the pub. Email sent to kesnsing po. spreadshest'stormn and passsd 1o
trading standards

= 3072020 13:33 sggressive report of a group of travellers outside fighting and being aggro to staf
whao wiant them to leave. Police atiendsd, they are going to mowe an, finishing drinks, all in good
sgirits, just too mwch drink possibly. They then started to fight but are now moving on. licensing
aware

= 30072020 03:48. Caller reporting an incident on the £.7.20 which has already besn recorded. Mod
chzar whiy reporting again. Customer sweanng and escorted off the premisas. spreadsheststorm and
passad o frading standards

= 31072020 13:34 antisocial b=haviour. Caller reporting ASE dus to pub and pub has no regards for
government restrictions. Has reporied this to police station and advisad licensing officer wowld
contact him but no contact mads as yet

= 31072020 23:23 assault abhigbh ; police called by ambulance to report of a male that had been
bottled but refused treatment. Police attended, victirm had besn standing outsids the bar near the
smicking ares. He was approached by suspect who head butted victirn and then hit him on the head
with a glass botile. Victim has inch lsceration to skin but refused to go to hospital. Suspect was stil
in the bar and arrested for gbh. Glass bottle retiewed sfter staff had swept it up and threw it sway.
bailed to 24.2.20

«  01/08/2020 =exusl offence. cad 0138 01/08 refers fo a sexual assault. the circs are unclesr at this
tim= and at the fime of writing this the victim is sfill to be visited by pobce but from the cad it sppears
that a femalz was s=xuslly assaulied (by touching) by 3 male within the pramises. The polics were
not called by the premizes. It is assumed that the fight and the sexual assault are 3l ons incident but
this needs o be confirmed.

= 020872020 01:19 secual offence. Fernale has approached caller to say she has besn seaually
assaulied (caller wery drunk). Wictirn told call taker a miake was trying 1o kiss her and slapped her
bottom fwice. Security aware and hawe spoken to suspsct. She is very upset and crying. This has
causad guite a disturbance and ensuing chaos has caused pub to doss eady. Wictim will make her
way home. Police have frizd to contact wictirm without success

= 040872020 aggressies 0108 00:50 call received from ops mianager stating that thers had been 3
fight and had directed that the premises be closed. | was also informed that following my visit the
previous ewvening had been nstrucied to supply 3 2rd door supenvisar and had stated that the door
staff being provided were ussless and not doing what they were told.

= 080872020 00:23 inteligenceinformation caller reparting he has noticed glass bottles of alcoholic
drinks left by his communal door. He assumes they are left thers by people going in fo the
Cevonshire pub. Caller has reporied isswss with the pub before. Some of the botiles are smashed.
spreadsheet'stormn and passed fo trading standards

= 080872020 00:13 assault abh'gbh, drug possession. Male reporting that his girffriznd has head-
butt=d him and broken his footh. They had been for meal and then endad up in Devonshire. Suspect
bepgan to drink excessively and was ordering trays of jagerbombs. Victim wanted fo go home and did
not wiant to drink anymore but suspect wanizd to stay and drink more. &= they lefi to po home she
has head-butied him causing broken tooth. suspect arrested for abh and possession of dass b
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MG 11(T) (Cont)
Fapge no. 4
Continuation of statement of
spreadsheet'stormn and passad to frading standards
= DEA0E2020 02:05 caller lives above pub. Reporting that there are approec 50 peoplz in private arsa
outside pulb. Thinks pub should shut 31 0200, Licence states 022300 Caller threatening to deal with #
himz=lf, has a knife. Police report at 02:38 there are around 40 people still on scene, they apesar to

be closing up but thers re still people arownd. maving sveryone on now, pub now closed
spregdshest'storrn and passed to frading standards

« 18082020 03:21 sggressive report of 3 fight cutside premizes. Secuwrnity not out there but there are
=iaff on scens. Mot clear if they had been in pramises or if premises was stll opsn?
spreadsheet'stormn and passad to frading standards

= 16082020 22:55: female saying male asked her for sexual favours. She went cut to pet something
to 5t and sat around the cormer Dewvonshire pub near factony store. She had 5 kebab and beer. Mot

clear if she had corme out of premises? Kept repesting herself. Male l=ft. spreadshest'storm and
passed fo frading standards

The wolums of calls detailed is significant and the rangs of allegations include =enous violence, drug supply,
antsocial behaviour and the use of botthes | glasses from the premised s weapons. During the cutbreak of
the pandemic. there has been 3 clear identified lack of comtrol in relation to the Cowid 18 regulations with the
risk that this poses to trying to control the spread of this wirus.

In addition to this, | 3m aware of 3 number of complaints that kocsl residents have made regarding the
Devonshire Pubfic Houss to parners at Rother District Council. | hawe b=en contacted by local Councillors
wiho hawe raised concems made by their constituents, these includs residents being kept awaks at night,
rubbizh being left and the feat of wiolence. In my professional view this premises is causing 3 significant
mpsct on crime, disorder and anti-socisl behaviowr in Bexhill. The demand that this has impacts ocur
smengency resgonse team, our lpcal policing teams and our nwestgation teams. Yiithout intzresntion |
b=lieve that the Bkelhood of somesone suffenng 3 serious injury as 3 result of intoedcstion and lack of
managerment a1 thiz premises as being high. There is not one ather premizes in Rother that has the mpact

on the community that the Devonshire Public House is currently having.
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